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Chairperson’s Report 
 
This has been a momentous year for the community cinema.  It has been 3 
years since we had our ‘trial run’, wondering if a cinema in the village hall 
was viable. Encouraged by the response we have since put on three full 
seasons, built up a loyal following and branched out into more challenging 
social events. 
 
But 2014 was the year when we have felt that we were fully established 
and that we needed to ensure the continuation of the cinema and improve 
the experience of our audience by installing our own, modern equipment. 
 
The committee’s technical team had explored the best setup for our hall, 
whilst the funding group had started applying for the grants to pay for it. 
Last year we acknowledged the donation of £1200 from the Wine Club, 
which really set the ball rolling. The Village Hall Committee, the Fete 
Committee and Soup & Chat also contributed, showing that the community 
was behind us. Funding applications to other organization took a little 
longer than we had hoped, but finally in February Kevin and Garry arrived 
and over 3 days our equipment was installed – a radio controlled screen, 7 
speakers situated around the hall, a Panasonic projector with long throw 
lens, 2 blue ray DVD players, a radio microphone and all the other 
necessary audio and amplification equipment.  
 
We can now acknowledge the funding we received from other 
organizations - £2000 from the Kinross-shire Fund, £2495 from the 
Awards for All Big Lottery Fund and £2735 from the Lochelbank 
Community Benefit Fund.  
 
Our Grand Opening in March, when we provided celebration bubbly and 
cake and showed What We Did On Our Holiday, was a sellout and the 
response of the audience to the quality of the new equipment was 
overwhelmingly positive. It is to be hoped that we have encouraged back 
some of our audience who had drifted away, perhaps feeling the cinema’s 
loan equipment had been inadequate. 
 
The equipment has already been used at a village meeting, and requested 
by other groups for special events. We will endeavor to make it available 



to them, with the proviso that the equipment needs to be run by a 
member of the cinema committee. 
 
Our thanks go to Jim, Philip and Robin for their hard work on the 
technical side – and to the fund raisers Jenny, Margaret and myself. 
 
Throughout this time, we have of course had to keep the cinema 
programme going. We have shown 8 films plus a film show for children at 
Christmas. Financially we have made only one loss, a small loss on the first 
film of the season. Our biggest successes, both financially and in terms 
of audience size and appreciation, have been when we have made the 
effort to provide added value to the community. Films with appropriate 
food continue to be popular, but we have also had a success with a foreign 
film which may not have attracted a large audience. This was done by 
linking it’s theme (the dream of a young Saudi girl to own a bicycle) to the 
exploits of Glenfarg’s own cycling enthusiasts. In this way I feel that we 
are meeting one of the aims in our constitution – using film as ‘a medium 
for public education’, which could sound rather pompous. We haven’t 
forgotten that our main aim is entertainment, but beyond this I think 
that we all came away that night with a better understanding of the 
problems faced by women in some other countries.  
 
It is poignant to remember that Wadjda was the choice of our secretary, 
Sheila, who sadly died this year. We take this opportunity to pay tribute 
to her enthusiasm for film and her work for the cinema since its 
inception. Thanks to Doreen for taking on the role of Secretary, to Alice 
as our catering guru, and to all the committee for their hard work in the 
running of the community cinema. And we are enormously indebted to our 
Treasurer Kate who, despite ill health at present, has insisted on 
finalizing the accounts for us. We send her our best wishes. 
 
Our task now – after Philomena, the last film of the season this coming 
Friday, tickets £5 in the shop – is to make the most of our new equipment 
by creating a balanced programme of events for 2015/16, a programme of 
various genres, with wide appeal but also bringing to Glenfarg non-
mainstream film that we hope will enlarge our appreciation of film.   


